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augmented their devotions, all of which remained fruitless;
wherefore the servant of the idol-temple said:   ' Bal is
angry with you because you have left Elias alive, and have
ceased to persecute him.    For, as long as he is alive, Bal
will not speak, nor will ho protect you from any misfor-
tunes.'    The King" of Ba'lbek said: c My mind is engrossed
with tho disease of my son, and I have not a moment's
peace or tranquillity; but if lie gets better I shall make
efforts, and do my best to discover, capture, and destroy
Elias, in order to gain tho favour of Bal.'   The servants
of tho idol-temple said : * ft is proper for thce in this pre-
dicament to have recourse to the gods of tho inhabitants
of Syria, and to ask them to restore the health of thy son,
so that if tho wrath of Bal becomes propitiated, and thou
acquirost his gnutc, ho may arrange any affairs that will
tako plac'O in futura'    At the Instigation of these accursed
ones tho king accordingly iitUid out four hundred indi-
viduals of this rebellious and irreligious nation, and sent
them into UK? i;ountry of Syria, in order to intercede for
the miovory of his son, and to return again, after having
implored tho various idols and gods to grant him tran-
quillity of luind,   When they started in that direction, they
happened, whilst crossing the desert, to reach the foot of a
mountain, where Klias had taken up his abode.    On that
occasion  ho came down  from  the mountain  by Divine
wwmiand, ami, beginning to admonish them, said : 'Tell
tho king that <!od tho Most  High speaks thus to him:
Knowest thou not that I am God, and that there is no
other besides Mo ?    1 am the God of Kbrahim, of fistna'U,
of KfiahAq, of YitYjuh, anil of all tho inhabitants of the
world,    I havo created them, 1 provide for thorn, I cause
them to live and to die.   Thou associatost, in the littleness
of thy intellect and in tho perfection of thy folly, other
gods with  Mo, and worahippest thorn;  thou             thy

HOU'H health from them who can noithor hurt nor profit
thou. 1 swear by lly majoHty and glory that I shall pour
out My wrath upon theo through thy Hon, whom I shall
cauHO to die; for besides Mo, no one has any authority